
Noon Bible Study: 1 Timothy 2 (Part 1) 
As we move from chapter 1, Paul is going to begin giving some pastoral instruction to Timothy as it relates to the public 
worship.  He’ll begin to give some practical guidance for everyone in chapter 2 and then move to elder and deacon qualifications 
in chapter 3.  
 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 - Pastoral Instruction Begins 
 
Paul’s first pastoral instruction to Timothy is to pray for all “men” (aka people).  This is something Paul prioritizes in general 
and certainly would be important in light of the challenges of chapter 1 (false teaching, sorting out the place of the Law, etc.) 
He uses 4 words for the prayers which are very similar. 
 

Entreaties & Prayers - requests, praying for needs. KJV & ESV translate this as “supplications”, general praying to God 
 
Petitions - asking in general. Other translations use the word “intercession” which includes the idea of praying on behalf of 
others. 
 
Thanksgivings - giving thanks, expressing gratitude 

 
G. W. Knight summarizes these four words in the following way: (Our prayers ought to be) “making requests for specific needs, 
bringing those people & needs in view before God, appealing boldly on their behalf and expressing thankfulness for them. (“The 
Faithful Sayings In The Pastoral Letters, page 115). 
 
Q - Based on Paul’s instruction in verse 1, we’re told to pray this way for all people. What does that mean? 
 
He will then focus on the need to pray for “kings and all who are in authority” (v. 2).  Prayers should be prayed for government 
leaders, no matter what we think of them politically or personally. The purpose of these prayers is that we may “lead a tranquil 
and quiet life in all godliness and dignity (2:2).”  This is what we desire for the nations of our pilgrimage, and what we desire 
for our own souls. We want tranquility and peace in our land so we can have tranquility and peace in our souls and grow in 
godliness and dignity. 
 

Tranquil & Quiet - these two words are nearly synonymous. Tranquility means “free from agitation of mind or spirit, free 
from disturbance or turmoil. (Merriam-Webster). We’re not talking about silence, but peacefulness. 
  
Godliness - general religious devotion, having character like God, holy living 

 
 Dignity - honesty, integrity, high standard of morality 
 
We want to “let our light shine” but also live in a quiet and tranquil way that doesn’t bring unnecessary attention to 
ourselves/the church - especially for negative reasons.  Think about how much “bad press” American Christians have because of 
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church scandals, arrogance or violence - those things make a lot of noise. We need to pray for tranquility and quiet so we can 
let godliness and dignity speak. 
 
The context Paul gives for why we ought to pray this way is in light of the gospel and God’s desire for salvation for all 
people.  Paul is so zealous for the gospel to move that he recognizes the need for the church to pray that government authorities 
would not hinder the mission.  Notice, Paul is not asking us to pray that the governing authorities would be Christian, but that 
whatever decisions the governing authorities are making, that the Christians would be in a position where gospel opportunities 
could continue. 
 
Q - Do you regularly pray for those in authority?  Do you find it hard to pray for governmental leaders that you don’t agree 
with? 
 
Q - How would peace support the move of the gospel and the advancement of the church? 
 
Paul in Ephesus 
 

Acts 19:1, 8-11 - Paul in Ephesus For Two Years, Very Fruitful Ministry 
 
Acts 19:17-20 - Repentance & Salvation Spreads In Ephesus 
 
Acts 19:23-41 - Large Disturbance Because Of The Gospel & The Way Of Jesus 

 
The town clerk in Ephesus was a leading official of the city and representative before the Roman Imperial Government on its 
behalf. Having a reasonable and peaceable government official was beneficial for the gospel spreading.  This clerk was not a 
Christian (there was no such thing as a Christian ruler at that time), but his demeanor promoted peace.  
 
(there are other instances of pagan governmental officials intervening for the furtherance of the gospel, as well as pagan laws 
or ordinances being favorable for the gospel’s advancement.) 
 
The primary goal of these prayers is not so much that the political leaders of a nation are Christian or become Christian 
(although certainly either of those being true would presumably be a good thing), but that the Christians of that nation could 
spread the gospel as effectively as possible. 
 
1 Timothy 2:3-7 - Why Pray For All People? Because God desires all people to be saved 
 
We pray for “all (2:1)” because God wants salvation for “all (2:4)” and gave his son for “all (2:6)” God wants everyone saved! 
(Not everyone will be, but he desires that they are.) That’s a great window into the heart of our God. 
 
In the ancient world the position that there is only one God and one mediator between God and humans would have been 
unique.  The world of 1 Timothy was one flooded with many gods and deities and temples and priests which would serve as a place 
or person to connect you with that God.  If you were praying for love, romance or family, you would pray to a certain god and 
sacrifice at that god’s temple. If you were in need of military victory, you would pray to another god and sacrifice at that 
god’s temple.  Paul and the early Christians were proclaiming the historic Jewish view that there was one God who created all 
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things and who is worthy of worship and now the way to have access to and relationship with that God is through faith in his 
son, Jesus Christ (who had paid the ransom owed by humanity).  This simple and saving message was what Paul had devoted his life 
to spread. 
 
In our modern context, the belief that there is only one God is more commonplace - yet the truth of the mediator to that one God 
is just as important. Jesus Christ is the way, the truth and the life, and no one comes to the Father except through him. 
 
In light of this good news, Paul is encouraging Timothy and the Christian church to pray for those in authority - that whomever 
is in power and whatever their policies might be, that the church can live a tranquil and quiet life, in all godless and dignity - 
so that the gospel can move freely.  This prayer was prayed for Nero, the violent and oppressive Emperor at the time of 1 Timothy 
and it should be prayed by modern Christians whether they live in the United States of America or the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
 
We Pray So That We Can Proclaim - in word and deed 
 
Remember, Paul’s desire for the church doctrinally and practically is “love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a 
sincere faith. (1 Timothy 1:5)”.  The witness of the early church was going to be powerfully compelling to the Roman world.  Even 
as Paul combats false teachers, he reminds Timothy that the visible fruit of the Christian life is an important part of their 
witness.  Historically this proved true.  Consider the following: 
 
“To arrive at a truly comprehensive explanation for the expansion of Christianity, we must move beyond ideology (beliefs) and 
enter into the social world (behavior) of the early Christians. We must understand how Christians related with one another and 
with their pagan neighbors. To posit a strictly ideological explanation for early church growth is to miss perhaps the most 
convincing reason for the growth of early Christianity.  People did not convert to Christianity solely because of what the early 
Christians believed. They converted because of the way in which the early Christians behaved. (Joseph Hellerman, “When The Church 
Was A Family”, Page 104) 
 
Julian, a Roman emperor who hated Christians and viewed their monotheism as a threat to his empire, said this: “Why do we not 
observe that it is their [the Christians’] benevolence to strangers, their care for the graves of the dead and the pretended 
holiness of their lives that have done the most to increase (Christianity)?...When...the impious Galileans support not only their 
own poor, but ours as well, all men see that our people lack aid from us.”  
 
In other words, the Roman government was put to shame with how the Christians cared for their neighbors compared to the way the 
government was caring for its citizens.  Hellerman concludes this: 
 
“Notice that Julian does not attribute the growth of the church to monotheism or to any other ideological component of the 
faith. The movement attracted people because of the Christians’ behavior toward one another and toward those outside the church. 
Yes, Christian beliefs were appealing. But for Julian and his pagan peers, the way in which Christians treated one another and 
their pagan neighbors was the more persuasive explanation for the growth of the early church.” (Hellerman, page 106) 
 
So, let’s pray for those in authority over us for many things, but first and foremost that whatever decisions are made, we can 
spread the gospel.  Before we move on, let’s flesh out the who’s and what’s that should be in our prayers. 
 
Q - Who are the kings and authority figures in our world? 
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Q - What would it sound like for us to pray 1 Timothy 2:2 for these individuals? 
 
I think it is significant that Paul begins his instruction with the call for prayer. While we have focused specifically on praying 
for governmental authorities, let’s forget what we started with, that Paul urges that “entreaties and prayers, petitions and 
thanksgivings be made on behalf of all men (2:1).”  Prayer is a critical mark of the Christian church.  
 
Jim Cymbala, pastor of the Brooklyn Tabernacle writes: 
 
“Here’s something to think about: “You can tell how popular a church is by who comes on Sunday morning. “You can tell how 
popular the pastor or evangelist is by who comes on Sunday night. “But you can tell how popular Jesus is by who comes to the 
prayer meeting.” (“Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire”,  page 28) 
 
And Charles Spurgeon said: 
 
“The condition of the church may be very accurately gauged by its prayer meetings. So is the prayer meeting a grace-ometer, and 
from it we may judge of the amount of divine working among a people. If God be near a church, it must pray. And if he be not 
there, one of the first tokens of his absence will be a slothfulness in prayer. (“Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit - 1873”, page 
218)” 
 
Private personal prayer, public and corporate prayer, planned times of prayer and spontaneous incidents of prayer - these are 
all parts of the “first of all” practices of the Christian church. We need to reach out, but first we must pray. We need to 
proclaim Biblical truth, but first we must pray. We need to work for justice for those oppressed, but first we must pray. We need 
to lift our voices in song and praise, but first we must pray. We should serve, give, repent, believe, baptize, evangelize, 
prophesy, forgive, study, fast, feast, fellowship, and more - but let us pray and then pray again.  
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